Chicago’s Annual, Free, Ten-Day, Architecture, Visual Arts and
Technology Event

LEVEL

Presented by LERATA

September 11 — 20, 2014
SPONSOR PROPOSAL

Melissa Urcan, President/CEO, LERATA
213-761-8061

urcan@lerata.org

www.lerata.org



http://www.lerata.org/

Introduction

LEVEL is a free, ten-day annual architecture and art event that showcases site specific and often experimental
interactive installations that embrace Chicago’s rich cultural landscape. During LEVEL, architects, designers and
artists transform unique, hidden spaces within the Downtown Chicago Loop into destination places for visitors
and locals alike. LEVEL is being held during EXPO Chicago contemporary art fair as a complementary design

and new media experience.

The 2014 LEVEL presentation will consist of 10
installations located in the Downtown Chicago Loop and
riverfront. LEVEL aims to engage and educate the viewer
through interventions specifically designed for individual
sites. This results in an experience that draws attention to
the architectural past, while providing a fresh, contemporary
perspective.

LEVEL exhibition spaces include unseen, unused, or
underutilized locales in Downtown Chicago. Sites selected
showcase rooftops, private courtyards and lobbies, empty
buildings and storefronts, and other unique architectural
places that are often inaccessible to the public. These
historic sites are easily walked by unnoticed, literally hidden
from view, waiting to be exposed during LEVEL. Uncovering
these spaces via a self-guided walking discovery tour of
Downtown  Chicago, combined  with  site-specific
contemporary architecture and art interventions, exemplifies
the LEVEL experience.

Tiffany Lin + Mark Oldham, Lateral Loop, 2009 DesCours; project sited in
the Cabildo Louisiana State Museum portico.

Hiroyuki Futai + EP3, Musahino University, Japan

Photon Garden. 2009 DesCours; project sited within a storage
container parked in a private, historic Midcentury modern
building in New Orleans.

As sites for LEVEL will be located throughout
downtown - spanning a 10X10 city block grid -
the event is also about exploration, and the
journey of discovering the spaces in between.
These projects draw visitors throughout the Loop,
enlivening parts of the city that are less traveled
at night. As a free, public event, LEVEL also
provides broad access into these unique private
spaces to view the installations — access likely not
granted any other time. Through experiential
means, LEVEL offers visitors a new way of seeing
what has been there for centuries.

As a nighttime event, LEVEL entices crowds to downtown districts where transformation is most needed. This
event also incorporates Chicago sounds as local select musicians and DJs will alternate site specific

performances within the installations.

These nightly sets provide another level of entertainment and further

opportunity for audience engagement, helping to draw new and diverse crowds to the installation sites.

Cultural events are a proven method to reinvigorate and
enliven urban centers; and nighttime events encourage
downtown workers to stay, and others to venture out to
downtown after work hours. These activities are directly
related to increases in the economy within the places in
which they are held. LEVEL aims to be a first class cultural
event that educates the public about distinguished Chicago
architectural sites previously unseen, while providing a
cutting-edge contemporary architecture and art experience.

Travis Bost, HYDROFIELD. 2011 DesCours.; project was sited
in a closed — to be developed — Midcentury car showroom.



Executive Summary

[LEVEL — Chicago’s Annual, Free, Ten-Day Architecture, Visual Arts, and Technology Event.

DATES/TIMES:

LOCATION(S):

ATTENDANCE:

PRESENTED BY:

COST:

ATTRACTIONS:

EXTRAS:

August 14, 2014 - Preview Event 7pm — 10pm
Thursday, September 11 = VIP/Press Opening Open 7pm — 10pm
Friday, September 12 — Saturday, September 20 — Public Exhibition

Open 7pm — 11pm weekend nights and 7pm — 10pm Sun - Thurs.
Saturday, September 13 — Symposium 5pm — 7pm
(Additional lectures at partnering universities and institutions are in development and will be
posted on the website as confirmed.)

The 2014 LEVEL event will include 10 unique architecture sites filled with
contemporary art and architecture installations created by local and internationally
recognized artists, architects, and designers. Site locations include private
rooftops, empty buildings, historical landmarks, and building lobbies in the
Downtown Chicago Loop and riverfront.

Projected attendance is estimated between 25,000 and 30,000 people over the
course of the event. This figure is based on prior LERATA city-wide events
attendance numbers, and includes expected growth due to greatly increased
marketing and awareness efforts for the LEVEL program, and cross-promotional
efforts with ongoing downtown arts programming.

LERATA (Laboratory for Experimentation and Research in Art, Technology and
Architecture). LERATA’s mission is to provide a platform for experimentation and
research in the fields of art, technology and architecture, and to foster
collaboration for the purpose of discovery and advancements in these fields.
LERATA aims to provide the public with the opportunity to experience and learn
about these advancements via public exhibitions, lectures, and other interactive
educational means to develop a broader understanding of these collaborative
explorations. This includes engaging the public in an ongoing discussion of the
impact and importance of this work in society today, and its implications for the
future. www.lerata.org

FREE and open to the general public.

Nightly, changing entertainment by local musicians and DJs in conjunction with
the exhibitions. A variety of special events including a Preview event, VIP/Press
event and party, opening night party and closing night special event.

Partnerships with numerous local organizations and businesses for further exposure
and collaboration including:

1 Partnership with EXPO Chicago — Contemporary Art Fair.

1 O'Hare International Airport and Choose Chicago.

1 Local transit authority (CTA), with a focus on developing sustainable means
and maps for travel to the exhibitions sites.
Partnership with ‘Official Hotel' to provide visitors with discounted room rates.
Partnership with numerous local, national and international publications to
provide excellent cross promotion and exposure opportunities.
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Why Sponsor LEVEL?

AN EVENT WITH FLAIR

Imagine thousands of architecture, art, and music
enthusiasts converging on downtown Chicago to
interact with  transformed architectural spaces
alfresco during LEVEL. The Downtown Chicago Loop
and riverfront will be filled with fascinating sights and
sounds as designers, artists, architects, and musicians
take part in the ten-day celebration. Many of the
world’s best architects and artists — including five
local teams - will be installing works downtown,
creating gorgeous blends of light, texture, interactivity,
sound and shape within spaces usually not open or
obvious to the public.

LEVEL

BOOSTING THE CULTURAL ECONOMY

From art to architecture, Chicago can take claim to
amazing cultural experiences. Utilizing cultural events
and activities can greatly strengthen economic drivers
in the cities in which they are held. LEVEL will
illustrate how downtown Chicago can gain increased
livability ratings, consumer awareness and broad-
based business appeal. This event will also show the
history and heritage of Chicago architecture in an
entirely new light. Highlighting art and design in

these unique spaces helps to elevate the perception
of these districts to that of a rich, multi—h



